The Electrical Safety Roundtable
proposes that the essential sixth
item of PPE for all electrical workers
should be a lock-off kit, to avoid the

extreme risk of electrocution. Hard Hats Foot Protection
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High Visibility Eye Protection Ear Protection Lock-Off Kit
Clothing

Michael’s Story

Michael Adamson was a 26 year old experienced electrician who tragically died in a
preventable electrical incident in 2005. He cut a cable marked ‘NOT IN USE’, which was in
fact wired into a distribution board and was not safely isolated.

His employer’s method statement said: “Before working on electrical equipment, it should
be isolated and secured by means of a padlock”.

However, the devices for lock-off/tag-out were not provided by Michael’s employer.
Instead the practice on site was to use insulating tape.

This fundamental safety procedure that electricians are taught was not being
implemented by the electrical contracting industry.

www.michaels-story.net
Michael’s sister, Louise Taggart now travels across the UK speaking to organisations and conferences and

was recognised in 2018 as the ‘Most Influential Person in Health & Safety in the UK’ by Safety and Health Practitioner.

www.electricalsafetyroundtable.co.uk




12 Easy steps to safe isolation

Dutyholder/Authorised person
to confirm it is acceptable to
isolate circuit/equipment for
work to commence

Carry out Risk Assessment
Method Statement and where
required a Permit to work

Perm it to
Ork

Identify the type of
supply system:

TN-S - linked main
switch

TN-C-S - linked main

switch

TT - all pole Isolation:
All circuits and
equipment

Carry out isolation process for
equipment by:
« Switching off
- Double-Pole/three-
phase Isolator @
- Circuit-Breakers
- Withdrawing fuse

Identify suitable means of isolation.

s

SATISFACTORY

Verify the circuit/equipment
is functional.

If the circuit is not operational,
dead testing may be required to

Locate and identify the circuit/
equipment to be isolated
including any alternative sources.

Confirm correct operation on a

proving unit.
[ ]
eRoVING UNIT

Fit appropriate lock off
devices including 2
multi-hasps.

|

Person carrying
out works to retain
key. Fit warning
label for isolation
and identified
work.

Verify the circuit/equipment is
isolated. Use the approved voltage
indicator device to verify circuit is
dead. Test between all conductors:
Line-Line, Line-Neutral, Line-Earth,
Neutral-Earth.

3 Phase = 10 tests
1 Phase = 3 tests
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Re-check the approved voltage
indicator device is still functional
« On the same
proving system

Circuit/equipment should be safe
to carry out the work.

Always remain vigilant and recheck
with voltage indicator and proving
device when

moving away and

returning to the
circuit/equipment.
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Process for re-energising the circuit/system

Step 1: After completing the work inspect and test in accordance with Part 6 BS 7671 (dead tests).

Step 2: Cancel permits (if issued), remove locking off devices, locks and labels and restore electrical supply.
Step 3: Complete testing (live tests). Commission circuit equipment.

Step 4: Complete and issue appropriate test certificates/reports.



